Drink alcohol at a pub, nightclub or any other licensed premises.
Buy alcohol from a liquor store.
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At any age, you can be charged if:
You supply alcohol to someone under the age of 18 without their parent’s consent (see above section).
You drive a motor vehicle (e.g. car, scooter, etc.) when you have drunk alcohol and are over the limit (provisional drivers must have 0.0 alcohol
level, for full license generally must have less than 0.05 alcohol level but 0.00 or 0.02 in certain circumstances).
Your behaviour because of being drunk is causing a disturbance to others in public.
You drink alcohol on public transport (bus, ferry, train) or at the bus or train station, unless it is a special area such as a pub at the station.
You drink alcohol in a public place such as the park, road, oval, beachfront or public swimming pool without the consent of the person in
authority having control of that place.
You cannot bring, have in possession, or consume alcohol in any sports ground or stadium, 1 hour before and ½ hour after an event (does not
apply to sale of alcohol on the premises)
You cannot consume alcohol on a road (or in a car on the road)
You cannot consume alcohol within 400 metres of a public venue where an entertainment event is being held
You cannot supply alcohol for a fee without a license (e.g. charge an entrance fee to cover cost of alcohol when holding a private party)
If you are drunk, violent, quarrelsome, disorderly, or behaving indecently while in a pub, nightclub or licensed premises, the owner or manager
must by law:
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There may also be rules against drinking alcohol or having alcohol in your blood at your place of employment. If you breach this rule, you can lose
your
Thesejob.
authorities are unlikely to become involved if you are over the age of 15, have a safe place to go and there is nothing illegal happening at
the place you move to (prostitution, drug use, crime, under-age sex) and you can support yourself 6nancially.

Is There Anywhere I Can Drink Alcohol If I Am Under 18?

It would be unlikely that you would be forced to return to a home where there is family violence and abuse.

There is no restriction on a young person to drink alcohol in a private home so long as they have the consent of their parent or responsible adult.
If you are in the care of the CEO of the Department of Child Protection & Family Services or if there are any Family Court Orders made about you
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Alcohol. Think Again: https://alcoholthinkagain.com.au/
Government of Western Australia – Mental Health Commission “Alcohol and You” https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/your-health-andIf you leave home, it is very important to take with you any identi6cation you have (birth certi6cate, passport, bank card, Smart Rider) as well as
wellbeing/alcohol/
any necessary clothing and toiletries. It may be the case that once you have left home, your parents refuse to give you these items and this can
Drug & Alcohol Youth Service: https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/servicedirectory/185-alcohol-other-drugs/drug-and-alcohol-youthcreate dif6culties.
service-days-youth-withdrawal-and-respite-service
DrugRehab.com (American website but information applies) https://www.drugrehab.com/addiction/alcohol/
Also consider before making the decision to leave how you intend to support yourself 6nancially if your parents refuse to continue to provide for
you.

More Information
Kids Help Line: https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/thinking-about-leaving-homeor call 1800 55 1800

Please note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
Important: The information provided in this infosheet is for information only.
It should not be relied on as legal advice.
Please seek legal advice about your particular circumstances.
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