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What Age Can I Consent To My Own Medical Treatment?
You can usually consent to your own medical treatment when you are aged 16 and over.
The parents of a child (under 18) are usually the appropriate persons to give consent for the medical treatment of a child. Parents by law are
considered to have full responsibility for any of their children who are under 18 years. However, the closer you get to 18, the more you will be
considered able to make your own decisions in respect of your health and medical treatment.
The law in Australia considers that a child under the age of 18 years of age is capable of giving effective consent to a medical procedure or
treatment if he or she fully comprehends the nature and consequences of the procedure proposed, irrespective of whether a parent consents.
Therefore, the doctor can treat you irrespective of your parent(s) consent if the doctor considers you capable of providing consent.
To determine whether you are capable of providing consent to medical treatment and make other health care decisions, authorise the sharing of
your conEdential information and demand conEdentiality if the doctor assesses you to be sufEciently mature and intelligent to make such
decisions.
Consideration should be given to:
1. Your age and maturity;
2. Your ability to understand fully:
1. The medical advice being given.
2. The nature, consequences and implications of the proposed treatment.
3. The potential risks to health.
4. The emotional impact of either accepting or rejecting the advised treatment.
5. The moral and family questions involved.
The Supreme Court can over-ride the decision of the mature minor and/or their parent with respect to medical treatment if they do not consider the
decision to be in the child’s best interests.
If the treating doctor does not think you have sufEcient understanding, then parental consent will be required.
The less serious the treatment, the more likely you will be able to make your own medical decisions before you turn 18.
If you are under the age of 16 and have made a decision to terminate a pregnancy without your parents being informed then, unless you are an
Independent Minor, you will need to get an order granting a termination by a Children’s Court Magistrate. For more information, see our fact sheet
“What age can I get an Abortion?”

More Information
Youth Law Australia: https://yla.org.au/wa/topics/health-love-and-sex/your-rights-at-the-doctor/
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Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.

Consideration should be given to:

For People At Any Age

1. Your age and maturity;

2. Your ability to understand fully:
At any age, you can be charged if:
1. The medical advice being given.
You supply alcohol to someone under the age of 18 without their parent’s consent (see above section).
2. The nature, consequences and implications of the proposed treatment.
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3. The potential risks to health.
level, for full license generally must have less than 0.05 alcohol level but 0.00 or 0.02 in certain circumstances).
4. The emotional impact of either accepting or rejecting the advised treatment.
Your behaviour because of being drunk is causing a disturbance to others in public.
5. The moral and family questions involved.
You drink alcohol on public transport (bus, ferry, train) or at the bus or train station, unless it is a special area such as a pub at the station.
You drink alcohol in a public place such as the park, road, oval, beachfront or public swimming pool without the consent of the person in
The Supreme Court can over-ride the decision of the mature minor and/or their parent with respect to medical treatment if they do not consider the
authority having control of that place.
decision to be in the child’s best interests.
You cannot bring, have in possession, or consume alcohol in any sports ground or stadium, 1 hour before and ½ hour after an event (does not
apply to sale of alcohol on the premises)
If the treating doctor does not think you have sufEcient understanding, then parental consent will be required.
You cannot consume alcohol on a road (or in a car on the road)
You cannot consume alcohol within 400 metres of a public venue where an entertainment event is being held
The less serious the treatment, the more likely you will be able to make your own medical decisions before you turn 18.
You cannot supply alcohol for a fee without a license (e.g. charge an entrance fee to cover cost of alcohol when holding a private party)
If you are drunk, violent, quarrelsome, disorderly, or behaving indecently while in a pub, nightclub or licensed premises, the owner or manager
If you are under the age of 16 and have made a decision to terminate a pregnancy without your parents being informed then, unless you are an
must by law:
Independent Minor, you will need to get an order granting a termination by a Children’s Court Magistrate. For more information, see our fact sheet
Remove you (and you must not return for 24 hours).
“What age can I get an Abortion?”
Refuse to serve you any more alcohol.
The Police also have the power to detain people who are intoxicated in public.
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bad behaviour on licensed premises and your details including a photo will be published on a secure website.
Youth Law Australia: https://yla.org.au/wa/topics/health-love-and-sex/your-rights-at-the-doctor/
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adult, school counsellor, youth worker or adult friend before making a decision.
You can be banned from a licensed premises for bad behaviour for up to 2 years for all venues that use scanning technology when you enter
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In Western
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can be carried
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before 20 weeks gestation if certain requirements are met.
Every individual venue has the right to ban someone from their venue and if you can be charged with Trespass if you refuse to leave.
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Aged 16 And Over

There may also be rules against drinking alcohol or having alcohol in your blood at your place of employment. If you breach this rule, you can lose
your job.
If you are aged 16 or over, then providing you are considered by the doctor to have sufEcient maturity and understanding there would be nothing
preventing you having the termination providing the medical practitioner is satisEed by the provisions set out in section 334(3) Heath Act 1911
Is
There Anywhere I Can Drink Alcohol If I Am Under 18?

(see below) and that you have given informed consent set out in section 334(5) Health Act 1911 (see below). It is not a requirement that you
Please note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
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Important: The information provided in this infosheet is for information only.
It should not be relied on as legal advice.
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WA Police, Alcohol and the Law: https://www.police.wa.gov.au/Your-Safety/Alcohol-and-drugs/Alcohol-and-the-law
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If you are under 16 years of age but independent of your parent(s) or responsible adult and not a child in care, then you can have a termination
without notifying your parents or getting an order from the Children’s Court (section 334(8)(b) Health Act 1911).

The Law

Section 199 Criminal Code WA states:
Please note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
Abortion must be performed by a medical practitioner in good faith and with reasonable care and skill.
Important: The information provided in this infosheet is for information only.
Abortion must be justi=ed under section 334 of the Health Act 1911.
It should not be relied on as legal advice.
Where
an abortion
is unlawfully
performed
by a medical
practitioner he or she is liable to a =ne of $50,000.
Please
seek legal
advice about
your particular
circumstances.
Where an abortion is unlawfully performed by someone other than a medical practitioner, the penalty is a maximum of =ve years imprisonment.
The offence of ‘unlawful’ abortion may only be committed by the persons involved in performing the abortion. The patient herself is not subject to
any criminal offence in Western Australia.
Section 334(2) Health Act1911states when an abortion can be carried out:
(a) the woman concerned has given informed consent; or
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(b) the woman concerned will suffer serious personal, family or social consequences if the abortion is not performed; or
(c) serious danger to the physical or mental health of the woman concerned will result if theabortion is not performed; or
(d) the pregnancy of the woman concerned is causing serious danger to her physical or mental health.

