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Transit Officer Powers
When you use public transport, you may come into contact with train and bus guards (referred to as transit of6cers). Transit of6cers are
responsible for ensuring that you and other members of the public are safe when using public transport (buses, trains, ferries) and are given some
legal powers similar to the police, which apply when using public transport or being on public transport property.
It is common for serious offences to occur as a result of Transit Of6cers approaching young people travelling on public transport without a valid
ticket, not paying to travel or failing to produce their concession card.
If this happens to you, it is important that you give the Transit Of6cer your name, address and date of birth and you most likely will receive an
infringement notice (6ne).
If you refuse to provide your details to the Transit Of6cer, then the situation can escalate whereby you can be detained and charged with an
offence (Refusing to Supply Details). It can escalate further if you argue and lash out at Transit Of6cers as you may be arrested and charged with
a serious offence (Assault Public Of6cer). If bodily harm is caused to the Transit Of6cer and you have turned 18, you may get a mandatory prison
sentence of not less than 6 months.

Power To Ask For Your Name, Address, Date Of Birth
If a transit of6cer reasonably suspects that you have committed or are about to commit an offence or a breach of the Public Transport Regulations
(having an invalid ticket, travelling without paying), he or she can:
Ask for your name, address and date of birth.
Ask you to produce identi6cation and detain you for the length of time it takes to get this information.
Detain you if you refuse to give them these details.

Power Of Search
Transit of6cers also have the power to stop, detain and search you if they reasonably suspect you have in your possession anything that may
affect the safety or security of other members of the public or be used to commit an offence (e.g. weapon, 6rearm, can of spray paint, etc.).
The search must be carried out by a person of the same sex as you. Reasonable force may be used.

Power To Remove You From Public Transport Or Station
Transit of6cers have the power to use reasonable force to remove you from the train, bus, ferry or station if you have been warned but have not
complied with a direction, including:
Sitting in an unauthorised seat after having been asked to vacate it and/or refusing to vacate the seat.
Interfering with a sign or equipment after having been asked to stop and/or refusing to stop the interference.
Travelling on a train or part of a train not intended for passengers after having been asked to move away and/or refusing to move away.
Entering or leaving other than through a passenger door after having been asked to stop and/or refusing to stop.
Being in an area not intended for use of passengers after having been asked to move away and/or refusing to move away.
Travelling with a bicycle in a peak aow direction during peak times on a working day after being asked to disembark and/or refusing to
disembark.
Travelling on a train after having been advised that you are banned.
Acting in a way so as to cause danger or annoyance to another person using the train.
If you fail to comply with a direction given by a transit of6cer, you also commit an offence.

Power Of Arrest

Ask you to produce identi6cation and detain you for the length of time it takes to get this information.
Detain you if you refuse to give them these details.

Power Of Search
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Transit of6cers also have the power to stop, detain and search you if they reasonably suspect you have in your possession anything that may
affect the safety or security of other members of the public or be used to commit an offence (e.g. weapon, 6rearm, can of spray paint, etc.).
The search must be carried out by a person of the same sex as you. Reasonable force may be used.

Power To Remove You From Public Transport Or Station
Transit of6cers have the power to use reasonable force to remove you from the train, bus, ferry or station if you have been warned but have not
complied with a direction, including:
Sitting in an unauthorised seat after having been asked to vacate it and/or refusing to vacate the seat.
Interfering with a sign or equipment after having been asked to stop and/or refusing to stop the interference.
Travelling on a train or part of a train not intended for passengers after having been asked to move away and/or refusing to move away.
Entering or leaving other than through a passenger door after having been asked to stop and/or refusing to stop.
Being in an area not intended for use of passengers after having been asked to move away and/or refusing to move away.
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Travelling on a train after having been advised that you are banned.
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any potentially unsafe or illegal behaviour before it occurs. They are commonly employed by banks, airports, shopping centres, pubs, night clubs,
music festivals and many other venues. They can be employed to investigate or conduct surveillance. They are sometimes known as bouncers or
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Transit of6cers have the power to arrest you and take you to a police station if you:
Security Guards must be Licensed by WA Police to carry out their work.
Behave in a disorderly manner (e.g. shouting, swearing, insulting other passengers, etc.).
Security guards usually wear a distinctive uniform, making them easily recognisable.
Trespass on Public Transport Authority property (e.g. taking a short cut over the train track)
Damage any Public Transport Authority property (e.g. spray painting, kicking bins, smashing windows, scratching a window, drawing on a seat,

What Powers Do Security Guards Have?

etc.).

Continue to do any act that is an offence after having been warned that the offence may result in you being arrested.
Security guards may look similar to police ofAcers, but they do not have the same powers as the Police. They have the following powers:
If you are arrested by a transit of6cer, do not struggle or make it dif6cult for the transit of6cer as you could be charged with serious offences. Never
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enter their premises, even if the premises is open to the public. The security guard acts on behalf of the owner or manager and, accordingly, can
decide who may enter the premises. You may be refused entry where:
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The power to require you to produce identi9cation in venues that sell alcohol. See our fact sheet on ‘Alcohol laws’ for more information.

The power to remove you from a premise. If a security guard asks you to leave a premise you must leave. They have the power to escort you
Speaking
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from the premises using ‘reasonable’ force. If you refuse to leave when asked, you can be charged with trespassing.
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or looks like it may involve violence or a breach of the peace. Having made a citizen’s arrest, a security guard may detain you using reasonable
force for such time as is reasonably necessary for the Police to arrive. Alternatively, they may take you to a police ofAcer.
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What Can I Do If I Think A Security Guard Has Acted Unlawfully?

For information about your own circumstances, call Youth Legal Service 9202 1688 or 9202 1800

To make a Complaint relating to the Public Transport Authority: https://www.pta.wa.gov.au/about-us/complaints-and-comments
If you
believe a security
has used excessive
force against you, this could constitute an unlawful assault. You can report the matter to the
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https://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/Contact-Us/Fines-and-Infringements
Police.
Legal Aid: https://www.legalaid.wa.gov.au/InformationAboutTheLaw/crime/securityOfEcers and then click on Powers of railway police.
If you think you were unlawfully refused entry to a premise because of your age, race, or sex, you can make a complaint to the Equal Opportunity
Commission. However, such allegations can be difAcult to prove.
If you think you are being victimised by a security guard, you can complain to the owner or manager of the property or the security Arm where he
or she is
employed.
Please
note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
Important: The information provided in this infosheet is for information only.
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Please seek legal advice about your particular circumstances.

Legal Aid: Powers of security guards and bouncers: https: //www.legalaid.wa.gov.au/2nd-legal-answers/crime/under-arrest-and-policepowers/powers-security-guards-and-bouncers
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Continue to do any act that is an offence after having been warned that the offence may result in you being arrested.

At any age, you can be charged if:
If you are arrested by a transit of6cer, do not struggle or make it dif6cult for the transit of6cer as you could be charged with serious offences. Never
You supply alcohol to someone under the age of 18 without their parent’s consent (see above section).
spit, push, shove or hit a transit of6cer as this is a very serious offence. If you do not like the way you are being treated, you can complain later.
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You drink alcohol on public transport (bus, ferry, train) or at the bus or train station, unless it is a special area such as a pub at the station.
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You cannot supply alcohol for a fee without a license (e.g. charge an entrance fee to cover cost of alcohol when holding a private party)
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any potentially unsafe or illegal behaviour before it occurs. They are commonly employed by banks, airports, shopping centres, pubs, night clubs,
Every individual venue has the right to ban someone from their venue and if you can be charged with Trespass if you refuse to leave.
music festivals and many other venues. They can be employed to investigate or conduct surveillance. They are sometimes known as bouncers or
crowd controllers.
There may also be rules against drinking alcohol or having alcohol in your blood at your place of employment. If you breach this rule, you can lose
your job.
Security Guards must be Licensed by WA Police to carry out their work.
Please note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
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What Powers Do Security Guards Have?
More
Information
Security guards may look similar to police ofAcers, but they do not have the same powers as the Police. They have the following powers:

For legal advice about your own situation, contact Youth Legal Service 1800 199 006 or 9202 1688.
The power to prevent you from entering certain places. The owner or manager of any premises can decide who can enter and who cannot
enter their premises, even if the premises is open to the public. The security guard acts on behalf of the owner or manager and, accordingly, can
WA Police, Alcohol and the Law: https://www.police.wa.gov.au/Your-Safety/Alcohol-and-drugs/Alcohol-and-the-law
decide who may enter the premises. You may be refused entry where:
Alcohol. Think Again: https://alcoholthinkagain.com.au/ V I E W A L L F A C T S H E E T S
You are banned or have become known as a troublemaker.
Government of Western Australia – Mental Health Commission “Alcohol and You” https://www.mhc.wa.gov.au/your-health-andYou are intoxicated and/or behaving in a disorderly manner.
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that sell alcohol. See our fact sheet on ‘Alcohol laws’ for more information.
The power to remove you from a premise. If a security guard asks you to leave a premise you must leave. They have the power to escort you
from the premises using ‘reasonable’ force. If you refuse to leave when asked, you can be charged with trespassing.
If you are found trespassing on premises or enclosed land, a security guard can ask you for your name and address. If you refuse or give a
false name you can be charged.
The power to make a citizen’s arrest of any person they reasonably suspect to have committed an offence or to be doing any act that involves
or looks like it may involve violence or a breach of the peace. Having made a citizen’s arrest, a security guard may detain you using reasonable
force for such time as is reasonably necessary for the Police to arrive. Alternatively, they may take you to a police ofAcer.
Please note: Laws are subject to change. Last updated July 2020.
What
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Important: The information provided in this infosheet is for information only.
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Police.
If you think you were unlawfully refused entry to a premise because of your age, race, or sex, you can make a complaint to the Equal Opportunity
Commission. However, such allegations can be difAcult to prove.
If you think you are being victimised by a security guard, you can complain to the owner or manager of the property or the security Arm where he
or she is employed.
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